DISASTERS AT THE END OF THE REIGN

suffered to take part, seated among the courtiers. As the Duchess
of Orleans wrote, "This no longer bears any resemblance to a
court.'

Louis XIV died unpopular, leaving a shrunken population and
a debt so heavy that it could not possibly be paid, and having
caused France to lose, by his policy of magnificence, the incom-
parable position she had gained by the policy of the cardinals.
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